
 
 

 

We have made a Bible engagement plan available to the Eaglemont 
church family for several years in a row. God places a very high 
priority on His word and a believer’s obedience to it. Faithfully 
spending time in God’s word is one of the key factors in having a 
growing and vibrant spiritual life. Filling our hearts and minds with 
His truth, in a posture of surrender, will deepen our relationship 
with Jesus and lead us into a more purposeful and fulfilling life.

In John 5:39–40 (NLT), Jesus spoke this to the religious leaders 
who definitely knew the Scriptures (and they were proud of that 
fact): “You search the Scriptures because you think they give you 
eternal life. But the Scriptures point to me! 40 Yet you refuse to 
come to me to receive this life.” 

As we daily engage with God’s word, we must remember we are 
coming to Jesus to spend time with Him, not so we can ‘tick the 
box’: “Did you read your Bible today?” The Bible helps us get to 
know Jesus better. Spiritual maturity and character transformation 
are outcomes the Holy Spirit will bring to our lives as the word 
of God is consistently and intentionally planted in our hearts and 
minds. Engaging with the Bible, together as a community of Christ-
followers, will also lead us in growth in the mission that God has 
put before us as a local church of:



Knowing God – Colossians 1:10b – “...you will grow as you learn 
to know God better and better.”

Loving People – I Thessalonians 3:12 – “May the Lord make your 
love for one another and for all people grow and overflow, just as 
our love for you overflows.” 

Serving the World – Galatians 6:9 – “So let’s not get tired of 
doing what is good. At just the right time we will reap a harvest of 
blessing if we don’t give up.” 

BIBLE READING PLAN IDEAS 

Please do not let the fear of failure keep you from making this 
commitment. If at any point you get off track, as soon as you notice, 
re-engage – simple as that.

Below are a couple of good Bible reading options for the coming year. 
Ask God to lead you in case He has another idea for your 2019 Bible 
reading. If you don’t sense a specific direction, that’s OK. Remember, 
it’s all ‘God’s word’.

Plan #1: Read one chapter/day in the Epistles (i.e. New Testament 
‘letters’ of Romans – Jude). One chapter each day will take you to 
the 121-day mark. Read the Epistles through 3 times in 2019 (one 
chapter/day = 363 days). If you miss a day, ‘catch up’ by reading 
two or three chapters the next day. You could also read the book of 
Revelation at least once here.

The Epistles (or ‘letters’) make it clear 
what God’s priorities are for individual 
Christ-followers and in our collective 
life as a body of believers. As you 
read, make notes of what you observe, 
and of how God may be leading 
you to respond and apply what His 

word says. Very simply, journaling is writing down your thoughts, 
observations, and/or questions as you read passages of the Bible. 
Journaling can involve writing a brief letter to God in response to 
what He says in His word.



Plan #2: The whole Bible in a year. A great idea that Donald 
Whitney shares in his good book: ‘Spiritual Disciplines for the 
Christian Life’ – “I begin in Genesis (the Law), Joshua (History), Job 
(Poetry), Isaiah (the Prophets), and Matthew (the New Testament) 
and read an equal number of chapters in each section…The great 
advantage of such a design is its variety.” 

With 1,189 chapters in the Bible, reading 5 chapters/day (one in 
each of the five sections listed above) will take you 238 days, so 
that leaves some ‘wiggle room’ if you occasionally miss a day or for 
those days when you may only read 3 or 4 chapters. Go for it – it’s 
very do-able!

BIBLE MEMORY 

Here is a list of great Bible 
verses to commit to memory. 
Psalm 119:11 says, “Your word I 
have hidden in my heart, that I 
might not sin against You.” Bible 
memorization helps to fortify and 
strengthen our spiritual lives. Add 
one Scripture memory verse each 
month to your Bible reading. You 
can select verses yourself or choose from this list.

Joshua 1:9 (NIV) “Have I not commanded you? Be strong and 
courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged, for the Lord 
your God will be with you wherever you go.”

Ps. 119:50 (NKJV) “This is my comfort in my affliction, for Your word 
has given me life.”

Isaiah 26:3 (NLT) “You will keep in perfect peace all who trust in 
you, all whose thoughts are fixed on you! 4 Trust in the Lord always, 
for the Lord God is the eternal Rock.” 

Isaiah 41:10 (NIV) “Don’t be afraid, for I am with you. Don’t be 
discouraged, for I am your God. I will strengthen you and help you. 
I will hold you up with my victorious right hand.”



Matthew 11:28-29 (NKJV) “Come to Me, all you who labor and are 
heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 29 Take My yoke upon you and 
learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find 
rest for your souls.” 

Mark 12:30–31 (Great Commandment – NKJV) “And you shall love 
the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your 
mind, and with all your strength.’ This is the first commandment. 
31 And the second, like it, is this: ‘You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself.’ There is no other commandment greater than these.”

John 16:33 (NIV) Jesus: “I have told you these things, so that in me 
you may have peace. In this world you will have trouble. But take 
heart! I have overcome the world.” 

Romans 1:16 (NIV) “I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the 
power of God for salvation to everyone who believes.”

Psalm 119:101 (NLT) “I have refused to walk on any evil path, so 
that I may remain obedient to your word.” 

Romans 8:1 & 2 (NKJV) “There is therefore now no condemnation 
to those who are in Christ Jesus, who do not walk according to the 
flesh, but according to the Spirit. 2 For the law of the Spirit of life 
in Christ Jesus has made me free from the law of sin and death.” 

Romans 12:1 & 2 (NKJV) “Therefore, I urge 
you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, 
to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and 
pleasing to God—this is your true and proper 
worship. 2  Do not conform to the pattern of 
this world, but be transformed by the renewing 
of your mind. Then you will be able to test 
and approve what God’s will is—his good, 
pleasing and perfect will.” 

II Corinthians 9:11 (NIV) “You will be enriched in every way so 
that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your 
generosity will result in thanksgiving to God.”
 



Galatians 5:22–23a (NKJV) “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, 
joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
23 gentleness, self-control.”

Eph. 2:8–10 – “For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—
and this not from yourselves, it is 
the gift of God 9 not by works, so 
that no one can boast. 10 For we 
are God’s workmanship, created 
in Christ Jesus to do good works, 
which God prepared in advance 
for us to do.”

Philippians 4:6–7 (NKJV) “Be anxious for nothing, but in everything 
by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be 
made known to God; 7 and the peace of God, which surpasses all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.” 

I Tim. 6:17–18 (NIV) “Listen to God’s Word: Command those who 
are rich in this present world not to be arrogant nor to put their 
hope in wealth, which is so uncertain, but to put their hope in 
God, who richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment. 
18 Command them to do good, to be rich in good deeds, and to 
be generous and willing to share.”

James 1:2–4 (NIV) “Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, 
whenever you face trials of many kinds, 3 because you know that the 
testing of your faith produces perseverance. 4 Let perseverance finish its 
work so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking anything.” 

James 1:5–6 (NIV) “If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, 
who gives generously to all without finding fault, and it will be 
given to you. 6 But when you ask, you must believe and not doubt, 
because the one who doubts is like a wave of the sea, blown and 
tossed by the wind.”

I Peter 4:12–13 (NKJV) “Beloved, do not think it strange concerning 
the fiery trial which is to try you, as though some strange thing 
happened to you; 13 but rejoice to the extent that you partake of 
Christ’s sufferings, that when His glory is revealed, you may also be 
glad with exceeding joy.”



Hebrews 10:24–25 (NIV) “And let us consider how we may spur one 
another on toward love and good deeds, 25 not giving up meeting 
together, as some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one 
another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching.”

I John 1:9 (NIV) “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and 
will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.”

 FINAL WORD OF INSPIRATION

You can do this. Ask the Holy Spirit to help you. Make yourself 
accountable to a Christian friend who can help keep you on track. 
Ask them to ask you (weekly or monthly), “How are you doing with 
your Bible reading commitment?” 

A simple but significant prayer to genuinely express each time you 
sit down to read God’s word is, “God, open my heart to your word 
and your word to my heart.” It will make God’s word come alive in 
your life. I look forward to hearing about your experiences in God’s 
word. I’m praying for you!

Pastor Marlo 
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