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The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints may be making 
headlines, but serious problems remain.

By James A. Beverley, professor of Christian thought and ethics at Tyndale Seminary in Toronto

Mitt Romney, the Republican candidate for U.S. president, has created enormous 
interest in all things Mormon. Romney is a lifelong member of the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints (LDS), based in Salt Lake City, Utah.

The LDS Church and other Mormon groups trace their roots to Joseph Smith 
(1805-1844), who founded the Mormon Church in 1830 in upstate New York, the 
same year he published The Book of Mormon. During his lifetime he led Mormon 
communities in New York, Ohio, Missouri and Illinois.

Smith visited Canada in September 1833, and the LDS Church established a strong 
presence in Alberta in the late 1800s. There are now 200,000 Mormons in Canada 
and 14 million worldwide.

The Romney moment creates an opportunity to think anew about the LDS claims 
to be the one true Church of Christ, with an authentic priesthood, a modern 
prophet, ancient Temple rituals, fresh revelation beyond the Bible, and accurate 
understandings of God, Jesus, salvation, polygamy, whether blacks can hold the 
priesthood, the origins of the American Indian, etc.

Whatever contemporary media sources may assume, the status of the LDS Church 
as truly, fully Christian is not settled by reference to Jesus in the church name, or 
even by obvious love on the part of Mormons for the Creator God and for Jesus of 
Nazareth, the Son of God.

Despite the latter, the LDS Church, its founder and unique message represent a 
theological and spiritual failure. Here are five reasons for this sad but necessary verdict.

1. Joseph Smith is not to be trusted since his work on “translating” the gold plates 
for The Book of Mormon was done with the same weird psychic methods 
he used in digging for buried treasure. The practice of “glass looking” was a 
criminal act for which Smith was arrested and convicted in March 1826. Smith 
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1. returned to his magical occult ways two years later when he used his seer stone 
again, only this time with his head and stone buried in his hat as he “revealed” 
the contents of The Book of Mormon. Dan Vogel explains more in Joseph Smith: 
The Making of a Prophet (Signature Books, 2005).

2. Joseph Smith is not to be trusted given his breaking of his marriage vows with 
his wife Emma Hale. There is evidence of a first adultery in 1832 in what Oliver 
Cowdery, a prominent Mormon leader, called Smith’s “dirty, nasty affair” with 
Fanny Alger. Smith’s later plural marriages were covered up by his repeated lies 
and getting his wives to marry other men. He threatened various women with 
divine wrath if they did not consent to marriage. He wrote one couple and told 
them to have their daughter ready for his visit, unless Emma was around. See 
Richard Van Wagoner, Mormon Polygamy – A History (Signature, 1989) and 
Todd Compton, In Sacred Loneliness (Signature, 1997).

3. Mormon prophets from Smith to the present are not to be trusted given 
their endorsement of Smith’s fabrication of the Book of Abraham (published 
in the Pearl of Great Price, 1921). The Mormons purchased some Egyptian 
papyri in 1835, and Smith promptly said the scrolls contained a book from 
Abraham. He even provided a translation. The scrolls have nothing to do with 
Abraham but involve ancient Egyptian funeral instructions. See Egyptologist 
Robert K. Ritner, The Joseph Smith Egyptian Papyri (Smith-Petit Foundation, 
2012) and Charles M. Larson, By His Own Hand Upon Papyrus (Institute for 
Religious Research, 1985).

4. The LDS message is not to be trusted since it teaches non-Christian views: there 
is more than one God, God grew up to be God, Mormon males can advance 
to godhood just like God did, and more. Mormonism teaches God lives near 
the planet Kolob (Book of Abraham 3:3), has a body, and He and His wife 
have produced all humans through normal means of procreation. These late 
polytheistic and anthropomorphic views of Smith are contradicted by his own 
earlier Book of Mormon teaching on God.

5. The Mormon prophets are not to be trusted since they have over the years 
changed divine revelations, advanced racist views against blacks (for which 
the current Mormon prophet should apologize), covered up incriminating 
evidence against Smith, ignored the masonic roots of Mormon Temple 
ceremonies and downplayed salvation by grace alone. These and other sad 
realities are covered in Jerald and Sandra Tanner, The Changing World of 
Mormonism (Moody Press, 1979).

Romney’s legitimate candidacy for president gives Mormonism new visibility. This 
is distinct from the issue of LDS credibility. The evidence remains clear that the 
LDS religion, while Christian at many points, remains sub-Christian and even anti-
Christian on others.
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